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Dialogues Deliver

A monthly opportunity for people to talk about contemporary issues in a faith context has proved to be a

hit with people from around Manchester.

In partnership with The Muslim Jewish Forum Greater

Manchester, the Christian Muslim Forum and the Hindu Jewish Association, Monthly Faith Dialogues have
attracted varied participants and healthy debates.

The first three dialogues were held under the
theme of Journeys’. The topics were the Hajj, a
Trip to Israel/Palestine and a personal Political
Journey by local Jewish MP (and then Minister)
Ivan Lewis. All gave a new insight into an area
where participants had varying degrees of
knowledge.

Ivan Lewis told the group that when he was
moved to the Department of Health, and given
responsibility for Social Care, he was impressed
that Tony Blair had given him a brief that fit with his
past experience in various voluntary social care
organisations, including as Chief Executive of
Manchester Jewish Federation. In sharing this with
the then Prime Minister, he received a surprised
reply, as Mr Blair had not been aware of this fact!

Following a difficult discussion led by
participants who reported on a FODIP (Forum for
Discussion on Israel and Palestine) trip to
Israel/Palestine, comments included those saying
that it was the first time they had been at such a
discussion where politeness and respect had been
soinevidence.

Coup

In 2010 our theme has been ‘Faith Says...’
with topics including Education and Learning,
Gender, Identity and About
the Media. The latter saw a
coup for the partnership with
Michael Wakelin, former
Head of Religion and Ethics at
the BBC and new Director of
Development for the
Cambridge Abraham Project,
leading the discussion. One
of the conclusions of the
evening was a need for better
training for people from faith
communities to speak with
confidence to the Media. This
is something that FN4M will Michael Wakelin
be looking to arrange in the coming months.

The initiative is part of the partnership’s Faiths
in Action funded project that has been running
since last summer. It came about because of a
demand for more space for people to discuss
issues rather than just listen passively to speakers.
The purpose is to increasing understanding
among people of different faiths in an informal
setting, helping them learn from each other and
work towards further joint ventures. Thus social
action is a key outcome of dialogue sessions.

Rapt participants at the Faith Dialogue Event on Journeys: A Trip to Israel and Palestine

Topics are easy to come by as they arise from
the partners’ different committee meetings, and
are often inspired by issues that are live in society.
Venues around the city are chosen to give access
to different local people.

A facilitator with
experience and knowledge of
the subject to be discussed is
appointed to present a brief
that will stimulate a dialogue
among all participants. Those
involved are encouraged to
respond to and act on key
concerns highlighted during
the dialogues. The majority of
each two hour event is devoted

build understanding.

Partnerships

A major strength of the dialogues has been the
partnership working that has enhanced the work
of all partners and enabled new people to become
involved. Doing this with other faith partners will
not only enable us to transfer more knowledge but
will, in itself, show how different faiths want to co-
operate and respect each other. Working together
in this way is a positive example of co-operation
that can be showcased through the media as well
as through the networks.

For further information, and to keep up-to-
date with future Faith Dialogue Events, visit:
www.fndm.org or www.muslimjewish.org.uk, or

to comments, questons and email: mail@fn4dm.org or
answers; a great opportunityto  muslimjewish@gmail.com.
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Well-beings of Faith

Monday, 22 November 2010 4pm to 8pm
Irish Heritage Centre, 10 Queens Rd, Cheetham Hill, Mcr, M8 8UF
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Amazing Allotment Achlevements

David Gray plots a course for us through the Faith in
Community Allotment, an FN4M project that is inspiring

people across Manchester.

When we took the plot on in October 2008,
the ground was poor and our first growing season
resulted in a low yield. At the end of 2009, with the
help of our volunteer and probation workers, we
began to develop raised beds in readiness for the
2010 growing season.

This proved a good move. With home-made
compost and manure from EST Donkey Centre,
we filled the beds and covered them over winter.
With grants from Faiths 4 Change and Faiths in
Action, as part of our partnership with the Muslim
Jewish Forum, we were able to purchase new
tools, erect our “school room” shed, buy a polly-
tunnel, a toilet shed, a storage shed and a liner to
create a home-made pond for the geese and
ducks. Additional support came via Greater
Manchester Police, who donated tools and
quantities of fertiliser confiscated from cannabis
farms they had raided!

Our connection with Manchester Probation
has provided an average of fifteen workers each
week alongside volunteers from the community.
Offender involvement in worthwhile work that

Good Deed Day

FN4M will again be giving people
of all faiths, and none, the
opportunity to participate in the
Annual Mitzvah (good deed) Day

on Sunday 21st November.

Last year saw volunteers head down to the
Faith in Community Allotment in Gorton to
prepare the plot for Winter. With the plot now 3
times the size, there will be even more work to do
this year and we are hoping that more people will
getinvolved.

One of the activities will be painting our new
training room, that will enable us to run education
session for young people who can stay dry whilst
learning about faith and the environment.

We are also trying to put together other
opportunities to volunteer around the community
on the day, and seeking more volunteers who want
to make a difference to local people’s lives.

For details, or to sign up, go to

http://www.fndm. org/supportlng health-living.
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meets identified local needs has had very
positive results, with a marked decrease in
vandalism on the allotment site increased
interest in horticulture for leisure and
employment purposes.

The probationers have achieved
amazing things, turning an overgrown
double allotment into a lively food factory
and reclaiming a previously inaccessible
slope; now a terrace where people can sit
and rest between tasks.

Elaine, a mum-of-five, said: “When
they first began here you couldn't even see
the bank. They've worked so hard and so
well, I'm very proud of them. | believe
everyone deserves a second chance. One
of my sons got into trouble but managed to
turn his life around. These lads are no
different and reward the trust we invest in
them enormously.”

An offender added: “To tell you the
truth, | thought Community Payback would
be 'name and shame' and it'd be terrible, |
but I've had an amazing time. I've grown to |
really respect John, Elaine and David, and
enjoy working alongside the lads. I've been
out of work for many years, but this trying
to achieve something has given me T
motivation to try to get a job. | also wantan &
allotment.”

They have been joined in their efforts by local
people of all faith backgrounds, including people
seeking sanctuary. We have also held open days
and social events, like last autumn’s Mitzvah Day
when Jewish and Christian volunteers cleaned
and stored tools for the winter.

Our chickens provide eggs for two drop-in
centres, a youth group and vulnerable local
people. During the cold spell at the beginning of
the year, eggs delivered to housebound older
people helped provide nourishing food.

As we approach the end of the 2010 growing
season, planting is now limited to winter
vegetables. Our produce is distributed among our
volunteers and via projects like Rainbow Haven

Above: Volunteers erecting the Allotment’s new
School/Training Room.
Below: Asession in the ‘Polly-tunnel’

Centre in Abbey Hey, Fare-Share and to local
families during illness and bereavement. We also
take spare eggs and apples to EST Donkey
Centre.

We also do talks, hold open days and offer
workshops for schools and community groups on
poultry care; container growing and other aspects
of home food production as well as on faith
perspectives on the environment and other
aspects of life.

Our long term aim is to promote a network
where surplus fruit and vegetables are brought
into an ethical food-chain system. We are now
much closer to fulfilling our vision of becoming a
carbon-reduction, eco-horticultural hub in the
Manchester network.

Coming attractions

Sunday 24 October 6.30pm to 9.00pm
Faith Dialogue: 70 Righteous Muslims who Saved Jews in WWII

Sunday 21 November 12.30pm to 3.30pm
Mitzvah Day at the Faith in Community Allotment

Monday 22 November 10.00am to 3.30pm
GM Interfaith: Fund & Deliver (sustainability for Faith and Inter-faith Groups)

Monday 22 November 4.00pm to 8.00pm
FN4M & NHS Manchester: Well-beings of Faith Conference
Thursday 25 November 7.00pm
Faith Dialogue: Hindu Jewish Association Seminar - Human Rights

See www.fndm.org for full details of all ypcoming evenfs
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